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Join the family of great schools that fundraise for us from all over
the country. Many start because one of their pupils has stayed with
us or a friend or a relative, some just decide that they would like to
help children less fortunate than themselves, either way we are very
grateful. It is a huge help to us and many schools, such as Howick College, have
made it an annual project for one of their houses.

jason's quest for fame

Appearing on our TV screens in June with his bizarre mission to become
famous was 23 year-old Jason Napier. Jason had discovered he had a
potentially fatal brain condition and

underwent a risky brain operation on 15

July which we are pleased to say from

all accounts he is recovering well from.

If your school is looking for a community charity that your pupils would like to support,
we now have a school fundraising pack to help you get started. Jam packed with great
ideas for fundraising projects and events it also contains touching family stories from our
'house kids' from North Cape to Stewart Island. Many schools like to visit to hand over
their proceeds and we are very happy to host you and show you around. To order your
free copy please email: schools@rmh.co.nz or phone 09 303 1365 ext 876.

Thank you to the following schools who recently came up with their own creative ways

to support us: Auckland’s Diocesan School for Girls, Albany Senior High School, Howick

College, Kohia Terrace School, Bayfield Primary School, Kristin Middle School, Glenfield Intermediate School and

Mount Maunganui Intermediate School. Every bit certainly helps!

te aroha town and
country feast

Te Aroha Rotary Club and Mountain Lionesses'
annual Rural/Urban Dinner raised $1100 on 18th
May, Glen Haddon a House dad until recently who
lives nearby, came along with his Dad and was very
complementary about the role it played in his little
daughter's Jenna's recovery from her oncology
treatment. Glen supplemented Beth’s speech

with a spontaneous contribution of his own. Club
President Tom Stephenson presented the cheque.
Choosing the House as recipient was the brain
child of Dr Lawrence who was for many years

Te Aroha's G.P. prior to his retirement. It was
entirely coincidental but wonderful to find that he
had also delivered Glen into the world. "11 families
from the Te Aroha district have stayed with us since
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2007 so many people attending on the night knew
someone who has had a House experience, it was
a very enjoyable night out and | was humbled by
the level of support and interest in our cause", says
Beth Harman.

calling all bop families!

From 21-28 August Papamoa Rotary is holding an
art exhibition and auction at Vision Papamoa, 2 Te
Okauroa Drive. The Mayor of Tauranga will open
the event and this will be followed by an auction. All
proceeds from the exhibition are to be donated to
our House, including a gold coin donation for entry.

If you would like to be there for

the 6pm opening on Friday 21st (><]@D<)
please phone 07 542 1933. J5

KRISTIN MIDDLE SoHOOL

"I have forever been on the quest to

find the means to become famous."

Jason said. Thanks to the wonders

of Facebook he now his own online

support group 'The Make Jason Napier

Famous Group' with over 26,000 (&

growing!) members worldwide. Jason’s determined to make something
positive come from his life threatening experience and has set out to raise
funds for two causes close to his heart — The Neurological Foundation and
our House: "I've realised the importance of having your loved ones so close
in times like this is CRUCIAL. You provide this for so many kiwi families and
this is my way of saying "Thanks!'" To visit Jason's fundraising page go
to www.givealittle.co.nz and type in keyword 'Jason Napier'

family garden project blossoms

We are thrilled to say that fundraising for our new family garden is starting to flourish!
We are well over half way towards our goal of $40,000 — this is mostly thanks to the
hard work and initiative of the students at Auckland’s Diocesan School for Girls.

A 'Family Fun Day' was held at Palmers Gardenworld Remuera (thanks Delmal) on
2nd August where Dio's Year 12 students created stalls and put their fundraising
skills to the test with sausage sizzles, bake sales, face painting, raffles and more.
The day was a huge success, managing to raise

$6,500.

Help us reach our goal of providing this much
needed outdoor space for families in time
for summer. Contact Rebecca on on 09 303 TARGET

1365 ext 876 or email rebecca@rmh.co.nz. — $40K
Alternatively if you wish to make an online -
donation towards our garden please visit our 23,000 —— $20K
website www.rmhauckland.org.nz - 3



Event organiser Emma
volunteers to be the first cut'!

cutting
edge
fundraiser

The Pukengahu Hall Society
near Stratford in Taranaki,

held a fundraiser in late 2008 in support of children and families
from their region who have stayed with us.

"We've had four families in our little community have to stay at

the House through accident
and illness, and the Society
wanted to give something
back," says event organiser
Emma Collins.

Keen locals lined up at
the local shearing plant to
have their heads shaved
for the cause, much to the
spectators entertainment.
A 'shear' magic $8,500
was raised!

The O'Neill family from
Taranaki who have been
visiting the House since 2008
while their daughter Heather
undergoes chemotherapy,
hand delivered a cheque

on their last trip to the

House in April.

"We've had four families
in our little community
have to stay at the
House through accident
and illness, and the
Society wanted to give
something back"

— Emma Collins, event organiser

CORPORATE KINDNESS

pbaby mayday!

The stork recently visited us and
we found ourselves with more new
borns in the House than bassinets!
Thank you to Claire Milligan from
Postie Plus who responded to

our SOS call and organised an
urgent Baby City bassinette for
the House. It was in use within
minutes of arrival!

THANKS MITRE 10
AND PERROPLAS

A big thank you to Mitre 10

and Perroplas who generously
donated an entire year's supply
of plastic products for the House!
Thanks also to Mitre 10 who
sponsored our competition prize
in this issue of '"Homepage'.

Our new bassinette with baby Owen Moana-Jenkins from Rotorua
napping peacefully

paramount services

For many years Paramount Services has been e Y —
generously providing us with a weekly cleaner ;__.—H
to polish and buff our two kitchen floors,

leaving them clean enough to eat off, not that we would, we
are very grateful for their long term support.

MITRE 10

one stop candy shop

A nationwide charity vending programme has been supporting all three Ronald McDonald
Houses in NZ since 2008 with a number of Auckland vendors donating a percentage of
funds from each of their gourmet candy vending machines to supporting our families.

Auckland-based vendor Amigos Vending, who joined the programme earlier this year, has

L " shown their commitment to the House by also becoming
£ 5 volunteers and members of our growing 500 Club:

"We recognise that customers are purchasing

from the machines in support of Ronald

McDonald House Auckland. As such we feel

an obligation to ensure that we do all we can to

help the House." — Vance Haywood, Director of

Amigos Vending.

If your business could make use of a gourmet
candy vending machine (they have healthy
options too!!) please call us on 09 303 1365
ext 876 or email fundraising@rmh.co.nz
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seauesT sociery caring for families

bequestor spotlight —
meet june

A supporter of the House for many years, June is a founding
committee member of our Bequest Society, and indeed a
bequestor herself. June explains what this involvement means
to her:

" was first involved with the House through my Zonta Club
which involved us fundraising [for the House]. | have no
children of my own but my
heart always goes out to those " | always feel | have
brave little faces, they seem so gained something
happy. The House isahappy  \yhen | visit — so who
relEs el eliieUgn ezl better when | am 'not
saddened by their plight, | ) - )
around' any more to

always feel | have gained :
ve oal benefit from a bequest
something when | visit — so .
from my estate.

who better when | am 'not
— June, Bequest Society

around' any more to benefit

from a bequest from my
L

estate.

beqguest society

In the meantime | am able to
'spread the word' about the
wonderful support that Ronald
McDonald House gives by the

way of a 'home away from o et
home' to the families who are |
in such desperate need." T

Would you like to speak with
June (or any of our Bequest
members) over the phone

or in person about the joy of
making a bequest?

Please call Rebecca on

09 303 1365 ext 876.
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THE MAD BUTCHER —
DOESN'T MINCE WORDS!

Well it wasn't sausages on the menu but at our 2nd of July
Bequest Society Luncheon guests were served up a meaty
portion of humour by none other than The Mad Butcher
himself (aka Peter Leitch).

Peter spoke of his earliest days as a butcher, from owning
his first shop to becoming the household name he is now.
Despite being interrupted by a phone call from John Key
(really?), he recalled his early days of giving discounts to the
girls from the Pink Pussy Cat Club (he was single thenl), to
his role now of Grandad, his passionate support of numerous
charities, and his involvement with Rugby League.

Thank you Peter for being a long
time House supporter and for a
most amusing and memorable
talk. Perhaps even more thanks
must go to his lovely wife Janice
who graciously allowed Peter

to come and talk to us on her
birthday. We hope you had a
wonderful day!

Diary this date: Thursday

3rd December - Christmas
‘cracker' Luncheon

Come and celebrate the season
and enjoy a luscious lunch with
Bequest Society members,
families and staff. Our guest
speaker is Air NZ pilot Mike
Allsop, a keen mountaineer who
climbed Mt Everest in 2007.
Please feel free to bring a friend or
family member with you. RSVP by
calling Margaret on 09 303 1365.

en

THE 500 CLUB

our growing 500 club —
thanks to brokerweb

Kevin Allen of Tasman Insurance Brokers, a member of our
Business Club recently introduced

his colleague and friend Jim Harris of ‘*‘ﬁw
Brokerweb to the House. After a tour ':‘;[’

Jim took out 10 units for Brokerweb (+ Danlrnetink e

one for his family), then immediately mailed his network to join
him in supporting the 500 Club. So, welcome to these very
special group of insurance brokers from all over NZ:

Tasman Insurance Brokers Auckland & Fiji; GHI Group
Tauranga; Brokerweb group Auckland; Emerre & Hathaway
Gisborne; McDonald Everest Insurance Brokers New
Plymouth (2 units); Wanganui Insurance Brokers; Thames
Valley Insurance Coromandel; OFS insurance brokers
Dunedin,Oamaru Insurance Brokers; Dyrden, Knight &
Associates Orewa; Lowe, Schollum & Jones Ltd Hamilton;
Adams, Trimmer Insurance Ltd Whangarei; ODL Group Ltd
Christchurch; Ruys & Co Ltd Hamilton; Presland Tocker
Insurance Services Cambridge; Hopkins Paton Ltd Auckland;
North Harbour Insurance Services Northshore; Murray Hall
Insurance Brokers Ltd Whangarei; Hugh Vercoe & Associates
Morrinsville; and Reid Manson Ltd Timaru. Plus welcome too
to our other new members; Amigos Vending, Gary & Trish
Gwynne, lan Moody & Amanda Bishop, Daryl Spense, Emily
Greig, Stuart Meehan & Bridget Parham. We are now 20% of
the way to a full 'house'. Want to know more?

Call Avis to join! Avis Nelson
recently took up the challenge of
recruiting for the 500 Club as our
volunteer ambassador. No stranger
to challenges having been Managing
Director of HouseHold Linens,

a company she founded and is

still involved with today. For more
information on the 500 Club please
contact Avis on 021 289 7893 or
email avis@rmh.co.nz.




welcome to our new
Check out this wonderful iﬁ_ - __ @
generous gift of new Business Club member

with a fuel card and insurance. Now families have access to

also have access to a moving billboard for events such as last
thank you.

Corporate Express — making a

more, are now all covered by Corporate Express, another new

BusiNEss cLus OUr Workmates
embers e
Cleancorp moves us... p
A

addition to the House fleet of &
family friendly vehicles. The
Cleancorp Franchise Systems, Yolande Ellis, Director (Yo to
her friends) and her 45 franchisees,comes beautifully imaged,
this fabulous Dodge wagon so they can safely visit friends in
the region, go shopping or just take time out. Fundraising staff
weekend's garden fundraiser where it had
pride of place in Palmers carpark. A BIG

. . Corporate
difference NZ wide
Stationery, office equipment, furniture and
Business Club member making a big dent in our administrative
outgoings — we are very grateful. Carina Venter, Marketing

ray white staff go extra mile

Ray White Taupo turns 1

Staff from Ray White Taupo have decided to support families
from their town staying with us, by donating $50 when locals list
and sell their properties with them. But thats not all, turning one
in August they are celebrating by holding a month of community
activities that promote their support of the House and local
families using us. Thanks Trevor and the fabulous Taupo team!

Ray White Whakatane movie night

Ray White Whakatane raised a whopping $1,250 on the 17th
of June by holding a movie night fundraiser. Local businesses
came on board with prizes and community spirit was high with

Manager said after her visit, "It's a fantastic charity and we
are very proud to support the RMH Auckland Trust financially,
but we also value the fact that our staff will be involved by
volunteering their time to support those in need." Corporate
Express staff from Wellington and Christchurch will also be
volunteering at our sister houses in their regions.

welcome sam!

Congratulations to Nicole (CityLife,
GM) and husband Steve whose
baby boy, Samuel Philip Lawson
arrived on June 10th at 9.23am - a
tad small and a tad early! Weighing
in at just 5lbs 6oz, Steve quipped

THE LAWSON FAMILY

"Whilst Sam was a touch on the

small side, he is legal in the fishing

world and we won't be throwing him back". All of your friends
at the House and in the Business Club are thrilled for the three
of you! PS: There must be something in the water as Sarah
Rennie, Marketing Director of Clearlite and partner, Gavin are
also awaiting the pitter patter of little feet! And of course, so

is our very special own Fundraising Manager Rebecca and
partner Phill

90 attendees seeing the premiere of
comedy blockbuster 'the Hangover'
— hopefully not an omen for the

next morning!

RAY WHITE Taupp TURNS 1

Thanks too to these Ray White
branches that have joined our
Business Club since the last
newsletter: Epsom, Invercargill,
New Lynn, Mairangi Bay, Browns
Bay, Kingsland, Palmerston North,
Whangaparoa, Taupo, Rotorua,
Whakatane, Papakura, Taranaki
and Opotiki.

T——

RAY WWHITE (WHAKATANE

Ronald McDonald House Auckland
Business Club present...

Alexander Park, Saturday Sept 12, 7.30pm-12.30am

Hurry tickets selling fast!

Business Club members have rallied around and
together organised a special event to mark the founding
of the Business Club and to celebrate with other
supporters their involvement with the House.

Our 2009 Supper Club Dance has a retro feel — with
'Ladies a Plate' author Alexa Johnson designing an old
fashioned supper our Mothers would have been proud
of!l With great music from Shane Cortese and his band
The Class of '568 and one lucky attendee taking home
the special spot prize of a trip for two to Aggie Grey's,
Samoa on Pacific Blue. At just $95 a ticket its fabulous
value. With one chance in 499 of taking home the spot
prize the odds beat Lotto!

Secure your tickets now

(already 20 tables sold!). § Y

Phone us on 09 366 7693, @f&’ﬁ
email: sandy@rmh.co.nz o B Rocoms & 6o

or buy online at:
www.rmhauckland.org.nz

| W™
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VOLUNTEER NEWS

Front, oj use Yolunteers Avis,
] |z iHeather and Jan

awarm vvelcome

You may have been greeted by one of these
delightful faces. Liz, Jan, Heather and Avis each
gift at least three hours of their time every week to
help visitors, greet our families, answer phones —
enabling our Front of House staff to take a proper
lunch break!

Their experience combined covers a broad range
of areas from radio to a national retail chain, not to
mention motherhood!

With their cheerful smiles, warm words and worldly
knowledge, these ladies are precious members of

t . .
our extended "With their cheerful

'House' family. .
smiles, warm words
Missing . and wordly knowledge,
gom(;‘ere IS these ladies are precious
renda (our members of our
Wednesday

. . extended 'House' family."
girl) who is on

temporary DIY leave but we have been very lucky
to find the support of newcomer Sharon who has
herself been a resident in the Wellington House
when her grandchild was unwell.
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students
Muck in

For the last two school terms
we have had the privilege of
Albany Senior School students
Steph, Emma, Caitlyn and
Roxy coming into the House
each week to do "pretty much
whatever!" And what haven't
they done?! Making hot soups
for family lunches, cooking
meals for our Family Room, organising store cupboards,
wrapping Mother's Day gifts, cleaning, cleaning, and more
cleaning! They chose the House as their community 'Impact
Project' and have been coming full of energy and enthusiasm
every week.

A special mention also to the whole Albany Senior School who
recently undertook three sausage sizzles to help raise funds
for our family garden due to be built later this year. The school
managed to raise a whopping $1,300. A great effort.

a deserving
LY accolade

Long time House volunteer
Sheryn Cressey was recently
awarded a 'Paul Harris Award'
in recognition of her long and
meritorious service to Rotary
and the community. It is the
highest award a Rotarian

can achieve. Sheryn and her
husband Paul, who also holds a
Paul Harris Award, are also the 'founding family' of the Ronald
McDonald House movement in NZ. Well done Sheryn, we can’t
think of a more deserving candidate.

OUR CONDOLENCES

Our thoughts go out to the families of Kathryn Karora,
Hannah Baron, Gemma Vooght, Kairo Scott, Henry Coad,
Jessica Jones, Aiden Roux (pictured below), Heremia Raja
Curtis Tui, Tuamaotu Aneti, late Tanginoa, Annika Mead,
Angela Dador, Jonam White, Sheryl Looc, Kuakohai Paitia,
Caden Barlow, Hafsah Othman, Amelie Peck and

Connor Matthews.

"Thanks for the kind and caring support

that we received during that horrible week.
Although we don't
realise it at the time
because we are so
preoccupied with the
tragedy unfolding in
front of us, these little
things do help and
bring comfort in a
time of great stress."
— Sharon Roux

o

ESSAMY App SFONereoe

The late Aiden Roux

goodbye jessamy

Our lovely Jess has left us to pursue a new
career in the classroom! A large number of
volunteers, families, staff and Trustee Peter
Healey and his wife Carol said goodbye at
a House wine and cheese evening on the
11th June. We wish her well for her short holiday
overseas and her teacher training.

Jess also has another feather to her cap just before she left she
became a patient representative on the Heart Children board, they,
as we were, are lucky to have her!




